
been through five editions and in this its sixth, " revised
and enlarged," the reader has a right to expect a fin-
ished text-book of materia medica and therapeutics.
11 should he free from errors and thoroughly up to date.
We look through tho sections on inorganic and or-

ganic materia medica, however, and are amazed to
lind no mention of drugs, some of which have been
employed nearly ;i decenniuin and have proven them-
selves most useful. That a sixth edition of materia
medica and therapeutics published in 1899 con-
tains no description of trional, diuretin, dermatol
(bismuth subgallate) creolin and tannigen seems past
belief! Heroin, taka-diastase, orexine, urotropin and
orthoform are similarly omitted. Recent introduction
into medical practice cannot be pleaded in palliation,
because the first edition of another book on pharma-
cology and therapeutics, coming from the same press
this same year, gives details of each.
If it is with sins of omission we have to deal in the

first two sections, it is with those of commission in
the third, which is devoted to general therapeutics.The text is so plausible that it will all the more easily
lead the student astray. In the section on the stom-
ach we read : " We may provide, ¡is the first part of
the meal, substances, such as soup, which will be ab-
sorbed rapidly and stimulate the follicles to abundant
secretion." The follicles may be so stimulated, it is
true, but not by the absorption of liquids from the
stomach which the work of von Mering and others
has shown takes place to such a slight degree. ' On
page b">7 we read, " excess of the gastric juice is rare."
Specialists on stomach diseases speak in quite another
way. Einhorn goes so far as to say that in nearly
one-half of all stomach patients hypersécrétion is
present. On page 495 a list of 19 direct cholagogues
is given. This would he good news if it were true,
hut of these 19 there is but one

—

sodium salicylate
—

which recent work has shown to have any action of
account on the secretion of bile, and even with this
drug the matter is not definitely settled. On the
other hand, bile itself, which has been proved to be
far and awa\ I he best cholagogue, is referred to as " of
doubtful value."

Some of these errors
—

which are merely examples
of others

—

might be condoned in a first edition, but
there is no excuse for the sixth edition of so good a
book being so had.

Die Verletzungen des Auges. By DR. E. Praun, of
Darnstadt. Pp. 530. Wiesbaden: Bergmann. 1899.
An oasis in the desert of the year's ophthaliiiologi-

cal literature. The author divides his volume upon
injuries of the eye into a general and spécial part,
the former being largely an exposition of theory,
history and statistics, while the latter is ¡i considera-
tion of injuries of the different parts of the eye ana-

tomically speaking. Dr. Praun is to he congratu-
lated for presenting a subject ordinarily so difficult to
handle categorically in at once so interesting and in-
structive ¡i manlier. The subject of expert testi-
mony and the estimation of damage from the stand-
point of Austrian and German statistics is carefully
gone into, and in event of a translation into English,
an analogous chapter based upon existing conditions
in our own country might well be interpolated. The
removal of foreign bodies, especially steel, from the
interior of the globe, is explained with great care, and
valuable rules applicable to the use of the hand and

the "giant" (ílaab's) magnet are timely, being, asthey are, a comprehensive digest of a large literature.In the historical consideration of the extraction of in-
terocuhir metal, the name of Bradford could with ac-

curacy precede that of Hirschberg. The author does
not intrude his literary references. The hook is well
printed, is furnished with a good index and is the first
really good monograph upon this subject since the in-
troduction of antiseptic surgery.
Ocular Therapeutics for Physicians and Students.
By F. W. Max Ohlemann, M.D., Late Assistant
Physician in the Ophthalmological Clinical Insti-
tute of the Royal Russian University of Berlin, etc.Translated and edited by Charles A. Oliver,
A.M., M.D. (University of Pennsylvania), one of
the attending surgeons of the Wills Eye Hospital,
etc. Pp. 274. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son
& Co. 1899.
This book is an attempt to collate the most impor-

tant and useful formula; in ophthalmology in a singlevolume and affords ¡m interesting opportunity to be-
come acquainted, as the author says in his preface,
" with the methods of treatment in vogue both at
home and abroad." This statement is hardly borne
out by thé contents, which is a summary of German
methods of treatment, with an occasional allusion to
the therapeusis of practitioners of other nations,
more especially when such methods are unusual or

striking.
To the American a book on ocular therapeuticswhich has no allusion to antitoxin treatment of diph-

theritic conjunctivitis, to 'the use of protargol in
gonorrhea] ophthalmia, and classes the application of
jequirity ¡is equally dangerous and impracticable as
the old-fashioned inoculation with blenorrhagic pus,and suggests the use of preparations of lead in
trachomatous pannus, seems to be somewhat old-
fashioned.

Electro-Hemostasis in Operative Surgery. By Alex-
ander J. C. Skene, M.D., LL.D., Professor of
Gynecology in the Long Island College Hospital,
Brooklyn, N. Y.; formerly Professor of Gynecol-
ogy in the New York Post-Graduate Medical
School; Gynecologist to the Long Island CollegeHospital; President of the American Gynecologi-cal Society, 1887; Corresponding Member of the
British, Boston, and Detroit Gynecological Socie-
ties, of the Royal Society of Medical and Natural
Sciences of Brussels, of the Obstetrical and Gyne-cological Society of Paris, and of the Leipzig Ob-
stetrical Society; Honorary Member of the Edin-
burgh Obstetrical Society; Fellow of the New
York Academy of Medicine; ex-President of the
Medical Society of the County of Kings; ex-Pres-
ident of the New York Obstetrical Society. New
York: D. Appleton & Co. 1899.
Dr. Skene believes in electro-hemostasis in opera-tive surgery and in his book he almost convinces

one that it is the method to be used for controllinghemorrhage. The book is the best treatise on this
subject with which we are familiar, and is an excel-
lent example of hook-making. It will, however, be a

long time, if ever, before electro-hemostasis supcrcedesthe general use of ligatures. The results obtained by
means of aseptic ligatures are so satisfactory that
there can be no reason for change.
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